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 The official Newsletter of the Award Winning  

Northern Illinois Corvette Club 

Hello fellow members: 
 

We had another very busy month. 
The main activity for most of us 
was the spring run in which many 
of the members traveled to the 
Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green, Ky. for a few days and then 
some of the group drove on to the Tail of the 
Dragon Run. This was a great trip for all. 
 
There was a good turnout of club members for the 
Pecatonica Memorial Day Parade. There were 17 
cars and they all looked great. After the parade we 
met at Old Chicago for a late lunch. 
¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜ 
4th ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ [ƻǳ .ŀŎƘǊƻŘǘΩǎΦ 
Ken & Cindy Starzyk headed up this event again. 
The weather did not cooperate, which did affect 
the turn out. But we all had a good time and went 
to the Back Yard Grill restaurant for lunch. 
 
We also have other programs going on in June:  
1. Bloomington Gold is going to be June 10, 11th, in 
Bloomington, IL. 
2. NCCC Convention Week, is June 12 thru 17 in 
Atlantic City, NJ. 
3. Old Settlers Day Parade is on June 18th. We will 
meet at 11:00 am and the parade will start at          
12:00  pm.   
пΦ {ƳƻƪƛƴΩ /ƻƻǇǎ /ǊǳȊ bƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ WǳƴŜ нлth in 
Belvidere , IL. at 5:30 pm. 
5. 50th Anniversary Celebration, June 26th at Forest 
Hills Country Club at 5:30 pm. 
 
Remember , there is no June meeting , because of 
the Anniversary Celebration! 
 

This is your club so get involved and enjoy your 
time with club members. 
 
hǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ŀƳΩǎ wƛǎǘƻǊŀƴǘŜΣ 
6075 E. Riverside Blvd., Rockford on the last 
Sunday of the month. The newsletter and website 
publish the schedule for meetings. I would love to 
see  more  members  attend  the  membership 
meetings to add your voice to our decision making 
and to bring forth new ideas. Members are also 
welcomed to attend the Board meeting. Guests 
are welcome to  attend the social  hour  and 
membership meetings. Bring a Corvette enthusiast 
friend and have a good time. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions or concerns for the club. 

John M. Stupec  
      NICC President 

Love ôVettes, Have Fun, Give Back! 

June 2022 
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Unless otherwise posted, all Membership 
and Board meetings are held on 

Sundays at: 
 
 Samôs Ristorante 
 6075 E. Riverside Blvd. 
 Rockford, IL 61114 
 

Members are welcome to attend the 
Board Meetings. 

Guests are welcome to attend the Social 
Hour and Membership Meetings. 

 

If you have other appropriate events of 
interest that youôd like to see publicized 

please send the details to the email address 
below. They will be included as space 

allows. 
editor@nicccorvette.com 

For additions or corrections please contact: 
         Editor@NICCCorvette.com 

Check the Website for updates; 
     http://nicccorvette.com 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS. LET THEM KNOW THAT NICC MEMBERS PATRONIZE THEIR BUSINESSES. 

2022 - Membership and Board Meetings 

Jun 26 No Meetingð50th Anniversary Banquet 

Jul 31 6:00 PM - Social Hour     7:00 PM - Meeting 

Aug 28 6:00 PM - Social Hour     7:00 PM - Meeting 

Sep 25 6:00 PM - Social Hour     7:00 PM - Meeting 

Oct 23 5:00 PM - Board Meeting 

  6:00 PM - Social Hour     7:00 PM - Meeting 

Nov 27 5:00 PM - Social Hour     6:00 PM - Meeting 

Dec 18 3:30 PM - Board Meeting 

  5:00 PM - Social Hour     6:00 PM - Meeting 

2022 - Other Events of Interest 

June 9-11 Corvette Adventures, Wisconsin Dells, WI            website 

June 10-11 Bloomington Gold 2022, Bloomington, IL              website 

June 12-17 National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC) Convention      website 

July 13-16 Black Hills Corvette Classic, South Dakota            website 

August 27 Vettes on the River, Le Claire, IA                             website 

August 25-27 Corvettes at Carlisle, Carlisle, PA                            website 

2022 - NICC Events - See website for updates & flyers 

Jun Sat 18 11:00 AM Old Settlers Parade Rockton, IL 

 Mon 20 5:30 PM Smokin Coop BBQ Pit Night Belvidere, IL 

 Sun 26 9:00 AM NCCC Corvette Show Tinley Park, IL 

Jul Sat 2 9:00 AM Cars & Coffee Rockford, IL 

 Sa-Mon 2-4 8:00 AM MWR Autocross Madison, WI 

 Mon 4 TBD Cherry Valley Parade Cherry Valley, IL 

 Sa-Su 9-10 TBD MWR Autocross   NICC Fundraiser Location to be determined 

 Sa-Su 16-17 7:30 AM MWR Autocross Columbus, WI 

 Sat 23 4:30 PM Progressive Dinner Multiple Hosts 

Aug Sa-Su 6-7 8:00 AM MWR Autocross   NICC Fundraiser Crystal Lake, IL 

 Sa-Su 6-7 TBD Road America Plymouth, WI 

2023 - Membership and Board Meetings 

Jan 29 4:00 PM - Board Meeting 

  5:00 PM - Social Hour     6:00 PM - Meeting 

mailto:editor@nicccorvette.com?subject=NICC%20Events
mailto:Editor@NICCCorvette.com
http://nicccorvette.com
https://www.corvetteadventures.com/
https://www.bloomingtongold.com/
https://www.corvettesnccc.org/2022Convention/Convention2022.php
https://www.blackhillscorvetteclassic.com/
https://vettesontheriver.com
https://www.carlisleevents.com/events/events-detail/index?id=corvettes+at+carlisle
http://nicccorvette.com/index.cfm/news-events/
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Important  Club  Member  Dates 

Birthdays 

Wedding Anniversaries 

VETTE QUOTES 

ñThere is no advertisement as powerful as a 

positive reputation traveling fast.ò 

Brian Koslow 

"Life isnôt about waiting for the storm to pass, itôs 
about learning to dance in the rain.ò  

Vivian Greene  
"It does not matter how slowly you go as long as 
you do not stop.ò  

Confucious 
"The longer I live, the more beautiful life 
becomes.ò  

Frank Lloyd Wright 

"There is a magnet in your heart that will attract 

true friends. That magnet is unselfishness, 

thinking of others first; when you learn to live for 

others first; when you learn to live for others, they 

will live for you.ò 

Paramahansa Yogananda 

What do you call an iPhoneôs battery? 
Apple juice. 

July 

July 

June 

June 

Birthdays are good for your health; the 
more you have, the longer you live. 
A FarmersAlmanac.com Philosofact 

Is your Birthday or 
Anniversary incorrect or 

missing?  Please let us know! 
editor@nicccorvette.com 

SUPPORT THE NICC BY BECOMING AN 
ACTIVE MEMBER! 

NICC Sunshine Club 
 

Club Members: 
If you know of someone who needs to be 
remembered by our club, via a card or a 

note, please notify: 
 

 Doris Hicks, Sunshine Club Chair, at 
dorishicks78@gmail.com 

815-885-2426 

NICC APPRECIATES 
ALL MEMBERS! 

WOOHOO!  

Lynn  Foecking 

Cynthia Welte 

Terri Zawiski 

Richard  Woessner 

Russ & Julie Moore 

Lee & Lynn  Foecking 

George & Susan  Chamberlain 

Don & Barb      Johnson 

Rod & Wendy  Bennett 

Joe & Jeanette  Hansen 

Ken & Cindy  Starzyk 

Barb    Johnson 

Chuck     Kruse 

Micki     Stern 

Dale    Samuelson 

Maxine Byrne 

Gene  Stimart 

Lee  Vik 

Rod   Bennett 

Susan Chamberlain 

Paul     Zeien 

Dale & Carolyn Samuelson 

mailto:editor@nicccorvette.com?subject=NICC%20Important%20Date
mailto:dorishicks78@gmail.com?subject=NICC%20Sunshine
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NICC Minutes  
May 2022 Meeting Minutes - Unapproved  

           

1. Opening and Call to Order:   
The NICC Monthly Membership meeting was called to order by John Stupec at 7:04 p.m. with 32 members 
present in the meeting room and two on Zoom for a total of 34.   
2. List of Officers, Directors, & Committee Chairs: 
President: John Stupec                                             Sergeant-at-Arms: Gene Stimart 
Governor: Dale Samuelson                                      Editor: Preston Morgan 
Secretary: Cindy Starzyk                                          Social Director: Debbie Schaefer 
Treasurer: Susan Chamberlain                                Quartermaster: Barb Johnson 
Membership: Leon Gorsch                                      Advertising: Ken Starzyk 
Parliamentarian: Doris Hicks                                  Public Relations: Ken Starzyk 
Historian: Nancy Bailey & Carolyn Samuelson     Webmaster: Linda Stimart 
NCM Ambassador: Louise Gorsch                          Parade Director: Bill Morr 
Sunshine Chair: Doris Hicks                                    Media Director: Open 
 
3. Introduction of Guests:  There were no guests or new members in attendance. 
4. Minutes: A motion was made by Ken Starzyk to approve the April, 2022 minutes and was seconded by 
Cindy Starzyk. The motion was approved.   
5. Monthly Reports: 
President ς John Stupec: No report at this time. 
Governor ς 5ŀƭŜ {ŀƳǳŜƭǎƻƴΥ {ŜŜ 5ŀƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ bL// ƻǊ b/// ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
the MWR schedule. Volunteers from NICC are needed to work the Autocross NICC Fundraisers on July 9-10 
and August 6-7. The July Autocross will not, however, be at Wilmot. The location will be determined at a 
later date. 
Secretary ς Cindy Starzyk: Cindy reported that there are a few slight updates in the calendar on the NICC 
website.  
Treasurer ς Susan Chamberlain: Cindy Starzyk distributed copies of the financial report. 
Membership ς Leon Gorsch: We have 73 members.  
Parliamentarian ς Doris Hicks: No report. 
Historian - Nancy Bailey & Carolyn Samuelson: The 50th Anniversary Committee continues to work on the 
June 26th event. 
NCM Ambassador - Louise Gorsch: No report at this time. 
Sunshine Club Chair - Doris Hicks: No report.  
Sergeant-at-arms - Gene Stimart: $3 was collected. 
Editor - Preston Morgan: On Zoom. Preston thanked all the members for going on the Tail of the Dragon 
trip. He was able to meet some new members and greatly appreciates all the work Leon & Louise did on the 
organization and execution of the trip. Due to the May meeting being early this month, articles for the June 
newsletter are due the usual last week which makes the due date by June 1st or at the latest, June 3rd. 

 Social Director ς Debbie Schaefer: Thanks goes to Jeanette Hansen for acquiring many gifts at the National 
Corvette Museum to offer members during our raffles at each meeting. 
Quartermaster - .ŀǊō WƻƘƴǎƻƴΥ aŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳō ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ōƭŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ϷпрΦ 
Advertising ς Ken Starzyk: YŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘΦ  

Public Relations - Ken Starzyk: Thanks to everyone who turned out for the 50th Anniversary Photo Shoot at 

Bachrodt Auto Mall. We had 23 Corvettes for the shoot. The drone pilot will send the photos to our website.  

Continued on Page 5 
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The car show is June 4th. Thank you to all who signed up to volunteer for the show! The Road America Run is 
August 6-7. Remember that our Autocross Fundraiser is also taking place on those dates. There is one slot 
left for the Road America trip.  

Webmaster - Linda Stimart: If you ever have a change to your email address, please let Linda know. 
Parade Director ς Bill Morr: Our first parade will be in Pecatonica on May 30th.  We will meet at 1:00 at Dia-
mond Motors on the northeast corner of U.S. Highway 20 and South Conger Road. Rod Bennett will lead us 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ нΥллΦ ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ {ŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ wƻŎƪǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
on Saturday, June 18th. We will meet at 11:00 and start at 12:00. The Cherry Valley Parade will be on Mon-
day, July 4thΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ мнΥол ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ мΥллΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
updated information. 
6. Old Business:  
    Club 50-Year Anniversary ς ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ  
    Tail of the Dragon Trip 2022 ς Louise offered her paperwork from the planning of the trip to anyone who 

would like to have it. The weather on the trip was excellent. She thanked Ken & Cindy and Barb & Don for 
their help in leading groups during the first part of the journey. It was a six-day trip with no tickets or acci-
dents.  

    Progressive Dinner ς Will be on Saturday, July 23rd and begins at 4:30. 
    Spring Run Volo ς Leon thanked Russ & Debbie for this very enjoyable event. 
7. New Business: 
     Pecatonica Parade ς May 30th ς See above information under Parade Director. There are no sign-ups for 

the attending the parades. Just show up. 
Car Show at Lou Bachrodt (June 4th) ς The pre-registration deadline is May 31st. 
Bloomington Gold - June 10th and 11th.  NICC will not be sanctioning this event. Individuals are on their 
own. 
Autocross MWR (July 9th & 10th) ς See above information under Governor. 
/ǊǳƛǎŜ bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ {ƳƻƪƛƴΩ /ƻƻǇǎ όWǳƴŜ нлth) ς More details are on the website. You do not have to sign up for 
this ahead of time. 
Autocross MWR (July 9-10) - This is an NICC Fundraiser. Please consider volunteering. 
Route 66 Possible Trip (Rally) ς John Stupec has sent out information to the membership from Austin Coop 
of Tulane America who sets up these trips for a fee. NICC will hold off on this for 2022 due to our full club 
calendar and revisit it next year.  
New Cars: Roger & Donna DeVries have acquired a Long Beach Red Metallic 2017 Grand Sport 2LT Coupe. 
Congratulations!!                                                                                    

8. Collection of Fines: $3                                                                                                                                              
9. Raffles: 1st winner ς Bob Rogers. 2nd winner ς Jeanette Hansen.                                                                                          
10. Attendance Drawing: $10.00 William Crull, absent. Next month - $20.00.              
11. Adjournment: - 7:39 pm. A motion to adjourn was made by Sherry Putnam and seconded by Cindy 
Starzyk. The motion was approved. 

Next Club Monthly Meeting:   
 There will be no meeting on June 26, 2022 due to the NICC 50th Anniversary Banquet. 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
Cindy Starzyk 

Continued from Page 4   NICC Minutes 
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NICC MEMBER CORVETTES BY GENERATION 
C1  C2  C3  C4  C5  C6  C7  C8 
  1    2    5   5   8   12     20      5 

TOTAL τ 58  
Source: NICC Membership Roster 

NOTE: UPDATED 1/18/2022   

bL// DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Submitted by Dale Samuelson 

 
The competition season in the Midwest Region is underway with a weekend of rallies 
and a weekend of speed events complete.  If you have any interest in participating in any 
kind of event (cars shows, rallies, or speed events), see the Midwest Region web site at: 
https://www.mwregion.com or feel free to give me a call. 
 
Two NICC fund raisers will be here shortly and we need your help to make these events a success.  The first 
weekend is July 9th and 10th.  The original location was Wilmot, Wisconsin, but this site is not available.  Other 
options are being explored.  The next weekend is Aug 6th and 7th at McHenry County Community College.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘΦ  aŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
b/// DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ {ǘ [ƻǳƛǎ ƻƴ aŀȅ сth 
and 7th.  Several Bylaw and Standing Rule changes were proposed and I will have more information at a later 
date. 
 
The 2022 NCCC annual Convention will be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey on June 12th through 17th.  While 
it is probably too late to make plans to attend this year, now is the time to start planning for 2023.  The 2023 
convention will be held in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Details to follow. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ 
 

Dale Samuelson, NICC Governor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reprinted from gmauthority.com 

about:blank
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Spring Run to Volo 
Report and photos by Cindy Starzyk 

On Friday, April 29th eight NICC Corvettes departed from the Marathon service station in 
Poplar Grove off Rt. 76 at 10 am driving toward Volo, Illinois. The Spring Run participants 
were Leon Gorsch & Gene Stimart, Ken & Cindy Starzyk, Russ & Debbie Schafer, Joe & 
Jeanette Hansen, John Stupec & Sherry Putnam, Craig Gleason, Greg & Christine Osen, and 
Bill & Kathleen Morr. 

The Schafers, who were leading, deserve many, many kudos for all the preparation, time and effort they put 
in prior to and during the run. The drive to Volo took about one hour and the weather cooperated nicely. 

There were lots of buildings and exhibits to walk through at the Volo Museum. We arrived 
ŀǘ ммΥлл ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ оΥмрΦ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎΣ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎΣ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ōƻŀǘ ƳƻǘƻǊǎΣ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘǎΣ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎΣ aǳǎǘŀƴƎǎΣ D¢hΩǎΣ {ǳǇŜǊ {ǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΣ 
race cars, juke boxes, vintage campers, trains and stagecoaches were only 
some of the exhibits we saw.  The vehicles were spectacular, the antiques 

were plentiful and the entertaining displays of nostalgic movies, television series and places 
like Disney and Jurassic Park were remarkable! 

Then the caravan drove to Harvard. This was about an hour drive. Fourteen of us dined at 
!ƴƎŜƭƻΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŦƻƻŘΦ  

Thank you to Russ and Debbie for another fun, exciting and memorable run!! 

Continued on Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8  Spring Run to Volo 

Flag Day 
By the Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica at https://www.britannica.com/topic/Flag-Day updated by Adam Augustyn  
 

Flag Day, also called National Flag Day, in the United States, a day honouring 
the national flag, observed on June 14. The holiday commemorates the date 
in 1777 when the United States approved the design for its first national flag. 
Flag Day is celebrated on Tuesday, June 14, 2022 in the United States. 
 
The idea to set aside a day to honour the national flag came from several 
sources. Bernard J. Cigrand, a Wisconsin schoolteacher, in 1885 urged his stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ WǳƴŜ мп ŀǎ άCƭŀƎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦέ IŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ Ǉǳōπ
lished in a Chicago newspaper that urged Americans to proclaim this date as 
the day to celebrate the flag. In 1888 William T. Kerr of Pennsylvania founded 
the American Flag Day Association of Western Pennsylvania, an organization 
to which he dedicated his life. A lesser-known claim is that of George Morris of Connecticut, who is said to 
have organized the first formal celebration of the day in Hartford in 1861. 
 
In 1916 Pres. Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14 as the official date for Flag Day, and in 1949 the 
U.S. Congress permanently established the date as National Flag Day. Although Flag Day is not an official fed-
eral holiday, Pennsylvania celebrates the day as a state holiday. Each year the U.S. president delivers an ad-
dress that proclaims the week of June 14 as National Flag Week, and all Americans are encouraged to fly U.S. 
flags during that week. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƭŀƎΣ ǿŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴτŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΦέ 

τRonald Reagan 

https://www.britannica.com/editor/The-Editors-of-Encyclopaedia-Britannica/4419
https://www.britannica.com/editor/Adam-Augustyn/6394
https://www.britannica.com/topic/flag-of-the-United-States-of-America
https://www.britannica.com/place/Chicago
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Woodrow-Wilson
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/Congress
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pennsylvania-state
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Bowling Green, Biltmore, Dragon Trip. 
Reported by Louis Gorsch with Cindy Starzyk  Photos by Cindy Starzyk and Preston & Nina Morgan 

The group left on May 15th from Baxter Road for some of us a 6-day run. Kudos to the 
Indiana police! Some of the Vette drivers were having a tough time pulling out of a gas 
ǎǘƻǇ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ¦ƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ άtƻƭƛŎŜ 9ǎŎƻǊǘέΗ ! ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŎŀǊ ƘŀǇπ
pened along, and the officer turned on his flashing lights. He stopped the traffic coming 
from both directions to help us all proceed onto the road so we could stay together in 
our Corvette Caravan. What great timing, and what a guy! 

With a long day of driving, we pulled into Bowling Green, staying a couple of nights very close to the Corvette 
Museum.  On Monday morning, we began our day with a quick drive around the Corvette Assembly Plant 
and then on to the Museum. We were permitted to park on a circle drive around a lovely grassy area on the 
side of the museum, which actually looked like the front of the museum. Our host, Debbie was extremely 
accommodating and took some photos of all of us under the National Corvette Museum sign. We did a little 
shopping and had lunch. We then took our 15 cars over to the Motorsports parkway and 9 cars got on the 
track for a 4-lap driving experience. The weather was perfect 85 and sunny.   

Once we were done at the track, we drove back to the Museum for a behind the scenes 
tour. The curator gave us some very interesting facts about the design work from the 
past on how the Corvette has changed. Drawings that influenced the Corvette body style 
changes from the very beginning and who the people were that did the work.  The his-
tory that is being kept there was amazing. They told us there was only going to be a cou-
ple of more behind the scenes tours offered to people. We felt fortunate to be able to 
see all if it. Many of us then toured the Museum and had a better appreciation of what 
ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ wŀŦŦŜǊǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǇ 
for dinner that evening, with everyone attending. It was the perfect ending to a great 

day in Bowling Green.   

Tuesday morning started out with sunshine and perfect temperatures. Some were heading back home but 9 
of the cars started out for Ashville, NC.  We did a little country road driving enjoying the scenery. We arrived 
in the late afternoon to our hotel, just a short drive to the Biltmore Mansion.  Preston and Nina joined us so 
now we are a group of 10 cars to spend the next 2 days together. 

Wednesday morning, we left for the Biltmore Mansion. The history of the home is very 
interesting.  Mr. Vanderbilt purchased 125,000 acres in 1888 and began building his 
home 175,000 sq ft., 250 rooms, with 35 Bedrooms, 43 bathrooms, and 65 fireplaces.  
The home, garden and grounds are now only 8,000 acres.   

After spending most of the morning there, we started our drive on the Blue Ridge Park-
way.  With another sunny day of driving, we went through tunnels and curving roads. 
The scenery was outstanding going up about 6,000 ft.  We then drove through the 
Smokey Mountains wandering along a beautiful river and waterfall area.  We crossed 
over a bridge onto a very narrow road and got into gridlock of cars (bear encounter). 
Cars were parked on the road and traffic trying to go around and stopping. Leon got 
out to talk to people encouraging them to keep moving.  With convertibles and tops 
ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ  ²Ŝ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊȅǾƛƭƭŜΦ 

Thursday was another beautiful day of 85-ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǎǳƴƴȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 5ǊŀƎƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
item on our bucket list. This is a 11-mile section of Route 129 with 318 curves, in the mountains heading to-
ǿŀǊŘ wƻōōƛƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ b/Φ   L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴȅ place on those 11 miles.  

Continued on Page 11 
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We stopped at Deals Gap to get photos of us by the big metal dragon and do a little shopping for dragon 
shirts, jewelry, and signs.  We were lucky to be driving early enough in the morning to not have motorcycles 
to contend with.  Many of the group said they want to drive it again, and maybe do it in the fall with the fall 
color to enjoy.  The Killboy.com Facebook sight has pictures of all of us that really turned out pretty good.   

We stopped to view the Cheoah Dam, a hydro electric power plant in North Carolina. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά¢ƘŜ CǳƎƛǘƛǾŜέ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ CƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳƳȅ 
Lee Jones. We stopped in Robbinsville for gas and then started heading west on the 
Cherohala (name combination of Cherokee and Nantahala national forests) Skyway 
going up about 5,000 ft. ending in Tellico Plains for lunch.  Preston and Nina made 
plans to stay in the area for a couple of days and Dan and Kris were heading for Virginia. We were then down 
to 8 cars. From there, our destination was Cave City, KY.   We passed an Amish family traveling down the 
road. What a contrast of transportation from 2 horsepower to our varying amounts of horse powers running 
down the road. 

We arrived in Cave City in the early evening. Several of us went out for dinner at a great 
BBQ place.  We talked about the road experiences we had and the fantastic weather we 
had for 6 days of traveling together. Nothing is better than driving Vettes, being with 
friends, making new memories, and sharing good times as a club. What more could you 
ask for!!.   Throughout the whole trip it was observed that each person mingled with peo-
ǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǎƻ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ϧ 

connections grew. No one was left out, bored or disappointed. Laughter was absolutely the mainstay on this 
great NICC six-day run! WHERE DO WE GO NEXT??? 
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